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PRESS RELEASE 
 

The Lazy J with support from The Believer magazine and the Hollywood Hills House 
announce the first annual  BACKYARD INVITATIONAL: a presentation of video art which 
will include the awarding of the first Prix de Hollywood $2000 cash prize. The 
Backyard Invitational supports with cash and attention the development of the moving 
image as an art form while introducing an alternative format for selecting quality.  
The screenings will take place outdoors in the Silver Lake section of Los Angeles, just 
off Sunset Boulevard on the Lazy J campus on Sunday, July 11th at 8 pm. 

 
Eleven ‘curators’ invited from within and outside the institutional and professional 
art world will present videos of their selection to be considered for the prize.  MOCA 
Assistant Curator Michael Darling will present Rodney McMillan.  Experimental 
filmmaker Morgan Fisher will present Margaret Honda.  Writer and curator Malik 
Gaines will present Alexandro Segade.  Belgian artist Johan Grimonprez will present 
Daragh Reeves.  Designer Bettina Hubby will present William Stone.  REDCAT 
Gallery Director Eungie Joo will present Michael Joo.  CSLUB University Art Museum 
Curator Mary Kay Lombino will present Kevin Hanley.  Independent curator Jenelle 
Porter will present Friedrich Kunath.  Video artist Kerry Tribe will present Juan 
Recaman.  LACE Director Irene Tsatsos will present  Karl Erickson, and writer 
Benjamin Weissman will present Harry Dodge and Stanya Kahn. 

 
Approximately 60 minutes of projected videos, each briefly introduced by its ‘curator’, 
will be screened.  Afterward, the audience will choose the recipient of the first Prix 
de Hollywood based on their response to a qualitative question such as: “which video 
would you least like your mother to catch you watching?”  The actual question will be 
predetermined with no direct knowledge of the works presented and will not be 
disclosed until the event.  In having the recipient of the award determined by the 
interpretation of a question, we destabilize hierarchies of quality by disposing of the 
conceit of a ‘best’ artwork.  The winner will share a portion of the $2000 cash prize 
with the presenting “curator”. 

  
Introducing the dynamic of a contest to an art exhibition is  an essential element of 
the Backyard Invitational’s goal of generating enthusiasm for art.  

 
This will be the second art project hosted at the Lazy J property in Los Angeles.  The 
first was called ‘Oases’, which was reviewed in the LA Weekly: 
http://www.laweekly.com/ink/03/36/art-nelson.php.  For more information about the 
Hollywood Hills House, an international artists residency, please refer to 
www.hollywoodhillshouse.org. 

 
For further information contact:  
 
Chris James       
323 660-2575 
cbjames02@earthlink.net                 

        


